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November 6, 1938
I greet all of you my dear fellow country-men with the words: “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

After a break of several months, I stand again before this microphone in order to speak to you and for you!
I don’t need to remind you that I am sincerely grateful to all who have already contributed or will contribute
with suggestions, advice, encouragement and offerings in order to help me to continue this program of The
Rosary Hour.

It was just recently that a certain Polish Monsignor was telling his Bishop, “Your Excellency, nobody can
properly appreciate the work being done through the “Rosary Hour ” program. Besides the two million Polish
people who listen to it, there are also thousands of Slovaks, Czechs, Russians and Hungarians who also are
steady listeners.

Excellency, this program deserves the respect, recognition and support of everyone for it calms the minds,
wards off storms, reinvigorates the doubtful, enkindles a deeper faith and encourages all to live an honest and
upright life. This program prepares them to be good Christians and good citizens!”

It seems to me that this Monsignor has correctly defined the purposes of this program. Therefore I
willingly and boldly cross over your threshold as your well-known and good friend! You have known me
already for seven years and I am your friend forever! I come to you to soothe and to heal, to advise and to
comport but also to rebuke you wherever and whenever there is a need. I will always do this in the spirit of
Christianity without paying attention to any personalities. There is nothing that will restrain me from
castigating the enemies of God, the Church and humanity for all these subverters of the order of God and
society deserve that and nothing less! Finally, as an American citizen, I reserve for myself the full and rightful
duty to express any outlook and my opinions concerning affairs and instances concerning our nationality and
citizenship.

Now, let us get to today’s theme with the question:
ARE YOU A CHRISTIAN?

About the middle of this past October, I was traveling by train to Scranton, Pennsylvania, for the dedication
of a newly-built Polish parochial school. I was seated in an observation car and was admiring the scenery. This
steel steed slowed down when it came to turns in the road, but when the road was straight, the train unwound
like a long serpent and raced ahead at breakneck speed. Since this railroad line goes through many hills, then
through a thick woods and then alongside of a river, there was a lot to see, especially since it was autumn when
Mother Nature changes her summer attire and the leaves of the trees and bushes are dressed in a riot of color.
The sun was peeping out from behind heavy dark clouds while its rays danced over the foliage, accentuating the
variety of color. As I gazed at all this splendor, I was filled with admiration at the might and goodness of this
Artist above all artists -God! I mused to myself “How good God is and the world is so beautiful! In spite of
everything, it is so good to be alive!”

Another passenger was sitting opposite me in this car. He was a middle-aged person who appeared to be
very intelligent. Evidently, he had noticed my smile of joy and satisfaction for he cast aside the newspaper
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which he had been reading sporadically and came to sit beside me. He said, “I am not a Catholic but I am a
Christian. Father, I noticed that you were admiring the splendid beauty of our landscape. Truly, every thinking,
honest person would stand in awe before all this beauty. Human intelligence just fades away in the presence of
the power and intelligence of God!”

This chit-chat becomes livelier as my companion continues: “People’s lives not only could be but should
be a lot brighter and happier, if only people would think and live as Christians, just as my son in Chicago used
to think and live.

He was barely twenty-six years of age and the whole world lay before him for he was healthy, strong and
well-educated. He was very capable and loved life! However, in the twinkling of an eye something happened
that made this young man a hero whom we can hold up as an example for both- the young and the old.

One day, he happened to go to a theatre that was filled with children. Suddenly someone shouted ‘There’s
a fire!” and they saw puffs of smoke! Everybody panicked! Our young hero was standing by the door and all it
would take would be a few steps for him to be safe, but he didn’t do that! He moved to the side and tried
calming the terrified children. No human force could hold back the multitude of terrified people. Children’s
bodies were falling under the pressure of those who were desperately pushing others to escape this fiery trap.

Our hero forced his way to a window near the stage. With superhuman strength he ripped off a large piece
of wood with which he smashed the window and began to work. He hoisted up one of the men and pushed him
through the window. Then standing on guard, he grabbed these terrified children and handed them through the
window to the man on the outside. In this way he rescued seventeen children from a fiery death. Ignoring the
tongues of flame that were not only licking his clothing, but also his body, this daredevil worked until he
collapsed from weariness.

It was possible to rescue him from the burning building, but he was not only pitifully burned, but fatally
burned. As he lay dying, he was asked why he did not save himself. To that question he had but one short
answer:” Because I am a Christian! If I were not a Christian, I would have acted differently. I only did what any
other Christian would have done!” Despite all the efforts of the doctors, this young hero died in the midst of
terrible pain!”

Now I repeat the quéstion which I had previously presented to all of you: ”Are you a Christian?” Every one
of you will simply answer: “Yes! I am a Christian!”

You will be puzzled if I question you further:"How can you prove to me that you are a Christian?” Will you
show me your Baptismal Certificate? You will be even more puzzled when I tell you that that certificate does
not prove to me that you really are a Christian. The most that you can prove to me is that you are supposed to
be a Christian, but that is not what I am asking. 1 want to know if you really are one! Let me tell you that the
certificate itself is not an official passport, nor is it a pass or a permit, nor is it a certain sign of a Christian. Put
all your actions on the screen of your life. Examine them very carefully and seriously. Are they proof of what
you are saying? To be a Christian means to live according to the teachings of Christ, to be His disciple and to
adapt the principles of Christ to our every action.
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Listen to this teaching. In His Sermon on the Mount Christ called out,”Blessed are the poor in spirit!”
Does this describe you? You reproach God and blaspheme Him because, according to your opinion, God has
unjustly distributed the goods of this world.

Christ calls out - “Blessed are the meek!” Does this describe you? You want to be known, respected and
praised by all. If you are not, you complain that the world does not recognize your virtues, talents and abilities!

Christ calls out, “Blessed are they who mourn!” Does this describe you? The moment you meet pain,
suffering, worry or some other cross, you complain that God has forgotten you!

Christ call out —“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for justice!” Is this you? In spite of all the
sufferings of widows, orphans and the poor, you lock yourself up in the shell of egoism. You demand justice
but only for yourself with absolutely no regard for your neighbors!

Christ calls out, “Blessed are the merciful!™ Is this you? You have an insensitive heart for your brother.
Why should you care about the misfortunes of your neighbors? You insist that you are not your brother’s
keeper!

Christ calls out, “Blessed are the pure of heart!” Is this you? You smile self-indulgently. You consider
the observance of purity in thoughts words and actions as interference with your personal freedom and as
spoilers of your happiness. You recognize and approve of free love before and after marriage. You consider
trial marriage, divorce and birth control as signs of releasing people from the chains of backwardness and
servility. You uphold the reading of sleazy periodicals and dirty novels and the watching of indecent movies as
recreation worthy for a modern man.

Christ calls out, “Blessed are the peace-makers!” Is that you? You are always sowing seeds of
misunderstanding, discord and violence among your friends and family members. Your tongue matches that of
the serpent in the Garden of Paradise. It always bites, tears apart and poisons.

Christ calls out, "Blessed are they who suffer persecution!” Does this describe you? As soon as you learn
that someone has said something about you that was very unflattering, you fly into a fit of anger, you seek
revenge and you call upon God to punish that person and thus do you justice!

Now after hearing all this, are you still going to point to your certificate of Baptism to prove that you are a
Christian?

Our Savior reminded His listeners: By their fruits shall you recognize them!” Do you bring forth Christian
results or pagan results? The ancient Greeks built a huge temple called the Parthenon to honor all of their gods.
But, they forgot to build an altar to the one , true God. No, they didn’t forget, they only deliberately omitted it.
Many Christians have presently done the same thing. They have built a miniature Parthenon in their hearts in
which they have altars honoring various modern gods, but excluding the one, true God! This causes such few
Godly and Christ-like results and a plenitude of pagan and worldly results! This is the source of all those
conversations, jokes, songs dances, dress, spectacles and lewd writing in books, papers and magazines! It is
also the source of robberies, cheating fraud and other unjust practices! It is also the source of murders and
suicide! It is the source of gossip, slander, calumny and lying! It is the source of the craving to possess the
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goods of others! It is the source of a lack of love, respect and obedience to parents! It is the source of false
oaths and blaspheming! Finally, it is the source of despair, arrogant self-confidence, inconformity with Divine
Providence and hence, a hatred for God and people!

O Christian! Hide your Baptismal Certificate in your pocket! Get down to living a Christian life! Let your
life and all your actions show that you belong to God and Christ! It is only your life and actions that prove and
validate the fact that you are Christ’s follower and thus a true Christian!




